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The Russian invasion of Ukraine has caused an unprecedented
disruption to higher education, displacing more than 665,000
students and 200,000 scholars while destroying or damaging
one-fifth of the nation’s universities. This paper employs detailed
statistical analysis to assess the scale of institutional devastation,
demographic patterns of displacement, and the consequent threat
to Ukraine’s intellectual capital. I arque that Ukrainian
universities have demonstrated resilience through rapid digital
adaptation, physical relocation, and innovative hybrid learning
models. International partners have mobilized emergency
support in the form of scholarships, technology, psychosocial
programs, and global academic partnerships. Challenges persist,
particularly in credential recognition, funding shortfalls, and
psychological trauma among displaced students. Despite these
obstacles, Ukrainian universities illustrate how higher education
can endure and transform under conditions of violent conflict.
Their response provides critical lessons for safequarding
education in global conflict zones and highlights the necessity of
sustained international investment to preserve intellectual
continuity amid war.

INTRODUCTION

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has precipitated a

catastrophic exodus of approximately 200,000

students and scientists from their educational
institutions. Many of these academic refugees may
never return to their universities absent a restoration
of peace and stability in the region. This displacement
represents merely one dimension of a conflict that has
methodically dismantled Ukraine's educational

infrastructure. Ukrainian educational authorities
report that 126 schools and universities have been
destroyed, while an additional 1,635 educational

facilities have sustained significant damage.

Article DOI: https:/ /dx.doi.org/10.22161 /ijeel.4.4.19

©International Journal of English Language, Education and Literature Studies (IJEEL)

Ukrainian universities were, prior to the invasion,
experiencing a period of remarkable growth.
International student enrollment had increased
dramatically, rising from 53,664 in 2011 to 80,470 by
2019. This trajectory of expansion has been violently
interrupted by the conflict. One in five higher
education institutions now lies damaged or
destroyed, a statistic that speaks to the scale of
physical devastation. Perhaps more concerning is that
over 17% of pre-war scientists have abandoned their
research entirely, raising questions about a potential

"lost generation" of Ukrainian scholars.

The educational consequences of this conflict extend
far beyond physical destruction. With 665,000
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students displaced —approximately 16% of all
enrolled students—the war has engendered an
educational crisis that threatens Ukraine's future
workforce and economic recovery. This disruption
affects not only Ukrainian students but also the
thousands of international students who had selected
Ukraine for their education. I've found it particularly
instructive to examine how Ukrainian educational
institutions are responding to this unprecedented
challenge. Throughout this exposition, we shall
investigate these responses alongside global efforts to
support displaced students during this ongoing crisis.

1. War Forces Mass Closure of Ukraine
Universities

Russia's ~ full-scale  invasion has  wrought
unprecedented devastation upon Ukraine's higher
education system since February 24, 2022. The
arithmetic of this destruction is staggering: 63
institutions destroyed and hundreds more severely
damaged [7]. A joint study by the World Bank,
Ukrainian government, EU, and UN reveals that as of
February 2024, 21% of higher education institutions
have been damaged or destroyed, with research
institutions facing even more calamitous destruction
rates at 31% [10]. These statistics, while illuminating
the scale of devastation, cannot fully capture the
intellectual and cultural loss that accompanies each

damaged lecture hall or laboratory.

The eastern regions, where Russian forces
concentrated their attacks, have borne the brunt of this
academic destruction. Mykolaiv, Kharkiv, and
Chernihiv regions experienced the most significant
losses, with 25, 23, and 12 higher education
institutions destroyed respectively [7]. As I (Jonathan
Kenigson) contend, this pattern reflects a broader
historical context of educational disruption in the
region. Since 2014, over 1,500 Ukrainian educational
and research organizations have been seized by
Russia, including 289 higher education institutions
such as universities, institutes, and colleges [8]. This
sequential dismantling of educational infrastructure
represents a seismic threat to Ukraine's intellectual
sovereignty.

When the invasion began, Ukrainian universities
immediately suspended operations for two weeks [8].
Despite facing existential challenges, most institutions
have demonstrated remarkable resilience, remaining

Article DOI: https:/ /dx.doi.org/10.22161 /ijeel.4.4.19

Jul-Aug 2025

operational throughout the conflict. Many adapted by
switching to distance or mixed forms of education to
accommodate geographically dispersed students and
staff [7]. In some universities, students conduct
studies from bomb shelters, while others have
adopted distance learning to better protect their
community [10]. To lose wonder at this
transformation and its educational implications is to
ignore the innate human capacity for adaptation
under duress.

The financial impact has been cataclysmic, with public
funding for higher education reduced by 10 percent
after the invasion began [7]. The mathematics of
diminishment grows more severe when examining
research funding: in 2023, the ministry of education
and science cut funding for fundamental research by
nearly 60 percent, applied research by nearly 70
percent, and research by young scientists by nearly 80
percent [7].

Nevertheless, Ukrainian universities persist in
functioning. The combination of destruction,
displacement, limited access to quality online
education, psychological stress, and financial
constraints has placed the system under intense
pressure [8]. Approximately 20% of Ukrainian
academic and research staff have been forced to take
refuge in other countries, while many others who
remain are no longer engaged in higher education [8].
Despite facing significant losses, the Ukrainian higher
education system has survived the ongoing armed
conflict [7]. This survival, however partial and
tentative, speaks to an enduring commitment to
knowledge and education even amid the most
adverse conditions imaginable.

2. 200,000 Students Displaced: A Demographic
Breakdown

The conflict in Ukraine has catalyzed an educational
diaspora of remarkable proportions, with at least
665,000 students—16% of the total student
population —having fled to neighboring countries [3].
This exodus constitutes a fragment of a broader
humanitarian crisis characterized by statistically
significant gender asymmetry; women comprise an
overwhelming 86% of adult Ukrainian refugees [11].
Military obligations have anchored many men within
Ukraine's borders [11], creating a refugee
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demographic heavily skewed toward women and
children.

Young Ukrainians, who represent approximately one-
fourth of the nation's entire population, encounter
distinctive challenges as they navigate educational
discontinuities [5]. Among the estimated 8 million
internally displaced persons within Ukraine itself,
over 74% have children in their households [3]—a
statistic that illuminates the crisis's pervasive impact
on familial structures and educational trajectories.

The distribution of displaced students across host
nations reveals significant variations in absorption
capacity and integration approaches. Poland has
emerged as the primary educational sanctuary, with
approximately 173,000 refugee children from Ukraine
currently enrolled in its primary and secondary school
systems [11]. These Ukrainian students now comprise
4% of all registered pupils in Poland [11]. However,
enrollment patterns diverge markedly across age
cohorts—a mere 22% of Ukrainian students at
secondary school age attended Polish schools by the
conclusion of the previous academic year [11].

I (Jonathan Kenigson) found it particularly striking
that despite considerable progress in educational
access, more than 600,000 school-aged refugee
children remain outside formal educational systems
throughout the European Union [9]. This enrollment
deficit stems partially from families' continued
allegiance to Ukrainian educational continuity —57%
of families who have not registered their children in
local schools cite online or remote education using
Ukrainian content as their primary justification [9].

The landscape of educational integration across
European host nations remains fragmented and
incomplete. Many countries continue to report
double-digit percentages of Ukrainian refugee
children not enrolled in their educational systems [9].
This educational limbo portends potential long-term
learning deficits that may compromise these students'
prospects for years, perhaps decades, to come [9]. The
educational consequences of displacement, much like
ripples in a pond, extend far beyond immediate
disruption—they potentially reshape the intellectual
landscape of an entire generation.

3. How Ukraine’s Universities Attempted to
Maintain Continuity
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Ukrainian educational institutions exhibited a
remarkable adaptivity in preserving academic
continuity amidst full-scale invasion. Following
Russia's incursion in February 2022, universities
initially suspended operations; however, within a
mere fortnight, many had resumed educational
activities through digital platforms [8]. This rapid
reconstitution speaks to an institutional resilience
rarely documented in contemporary academic
history.

The antecedent experience with remote instruction
during the COVID-19 pandemic proved singularly
valuable. Universities already possessed essential
digital infrastructure —communication channels,
assessment methodologies, and virtual platforms—
facilitating a relatively smooth transition to
emergency remote teaching [9]. This digital
preparedness became vital as missile strikes and
power disruptions generated persistent challenges
throughout the conflict. One might cite the traditional
maxim regarding necessity and invention; Ukrainian
universities have certainly embodied this principle.

For institutions in occupied territories, physical
relocation became essential for survival. Since 2014,
eighteen public higher education institutions and one
private institution have relocated from occupied
regions to Ukraine-controlled territories [9]. The
Council of the Rectors of Higher Education
Institutions Relocated from the Anti-Terrorist
Operation Zone was established in 2016 to coordinate
these efforts [9]. Several universities, including
Berdyansk State
implemented what I would characterize as a

Pedagogical University,
"university without walls" paradigm —operating
entirely virtually after losing access to physical
facilities [10].

As the 2022-23 academic calendar approached,
universities deployed several adaptive models:

*First-year students primarily attended in-person
classes

*Faculty could select between online and offline
instruction modalities

*"Mixed" formats permitted simultaneous in-person
and remote participation

*Universities in comparatively secure regions
established hybrid frameworks
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The physical modifications were equally impressive.
Several institutions constructed underground shelters
containing classrooms and conference facilities,
preparing for extended power outages with
generators, water reserves, and sleeping equipment
[8]. The Kyiv School of Economics was among the first
to resume physical instruction in autumn 2022, largely
due to these infrastructural adaptations [8].

Technical solutions were helpful in maintaining
connectivity. Ukrainian educational institutions
received Starlink equipment to provide reliable
satellite communications in remote areas [11].
International partners contributed critical
technologies — 5,000 notebooks from UNICEF, 43,000
Chromebooks from Google, and approximately 5
million Microsoft Office 365 A1 licenses [11].

Beyond merely technical considerations, the
resumption of studies served a psychological
function. Classes provided what one observer aptly
described as "an island of normalcy in a broken world"
for both students and instructors [9], offering
structure within chaos.

4. International Organizations Mobilize to Assist
Displaced Students

The disruption of Ukraine's academic system has
prompted a multifaceted response from international
organizations seeking to preserve educational
students.  The
International Task Force for Displaced Scholars has

opportunities  for  displaced
emerged as a coordinative nexus working in concert
with the Association for Slavic, Eastern European &
Eurasian Studies to aggregate and distribute
information regarding available support mechanisms.

Financial assistance constitutes the pillar of
numerous relief initiatives. The IIE Emergency
Student Fund for Ukraine has disbursed grants to
approximately 230 students at more than 140
American higher education institutions, with
aggregate funding approaching USD 650,000.
Concurrently, American Councils established their
Emergency Support for Ukraine Initiative, generating
more than USD 40,000 for immediate humanitarian
intervention.

These organizations have directed their efforts
toward several critical domains:

*Maintenance of academic continuity via
scholarships and fellowships
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*Procurement of housing and accommodation
placement

*Provision of medical support and psychological
counseling

*Facilitation =~ of legal consultation and

documentation assistance

e Distribution of direct financial aid for essential

requirements

The IIE Scholar Rescue Fund has extracted 13
Ukrainian scholars specifically affected by the conflict.
The Institute's Artist Protection Fund has likewise
awarded six fellowships to Ukrainian artists requiring
urgent support.

This mobilization transcends individual
organizational boundaries. President Biden declared
that 100,000 individuals fleeing Ukraine could secure
refuge in the United States through the 'Uniting for
Ukraine' program. Throughout European nations,
universities have implemented tuition waivers, with
dedicated scholarship initiatives launched across
Germany, Poland, Denmark, and various neighboring

states.

According to UNHCR data, more than 12.7 million
people in Ukraine presently require urgent
humanitarian intervention. This situation has
catalyzed an unprecedented educational response
from the global community. The Central European
University has assembled comprehensive information
regarding external scholarships specifically targeting
Ukrainian students, guiding them toward viable
educational pathways.

I've found it quite instructive for understanding the
scope of this crisis to observe how international
organizations coordinate their responses. Despite
extensive efforts, the needs remain immense as the
conflict continues to undermine Ukraine's higher
education framework. What appears most crucial, as I
contend, is the recognition that sustained support will
educational

prove essential for preserving

opportunities for displaced Ukrainian students.

5. Neighboring Countries Open Doors to
Ukrainian Students

The intensification of conflict has precipitated a rapid
mobilization of educational support systems among
nations bordering Ukraine. Poland has emerged as the
principal host country, establishing eight border
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crossing points and integrating approximately 173,000
refugee children into its educational framework.
These Ukrainian students now constitute more than
4% of Poland's registered pupil population. Polish
universities have demonstrated generosity in
volunteering vacant dormitories, athletic facilities,
and cultural centers as temporary accommodations
for displaced scholars.

Polish educational authorities have noted, "Admitting
1.5 million refugees within two weeks is a challenge
that no European country has faced for many, many
years." This sentiment underscores the unprecedented
scale of this educational migration. Concurrently, the
Czech Republic has integrated 50,000 Ukrainian
students into its educational institutions.

The continental response demonstrates considerable

variation in support mechanisms. Estonian
universities exempted all 274 Ukrainian students from
tuition fees for spring 2022, with numerous
institutions extending this exemption through
autumn. German institutions expedited visa
processing for refugee students, while Danish
authorities formulated plans providing free education

to all incoming Ukrainians.

Financial assistance programs have proliferated
throughout Europe. France established a €1 million
fund supporting Ukrainian artists and professionals,
supplemented by an additional €300,000 specifically
targeting Ukrainian art students enrolling at French
colleges. Ireland implemented tuition reductions
while offering complementary English language
instruction and mental health services.

Beyond merely financial considerations, universities

have constructed comprehensive support
frameworks. The Medical University of Gdansk
developed 'Midwives for Ukraine, a program
supporting pregnant women fleeing conflict. Law
students at the University of Warsaw provide pro
bono legal counsel for Ukrainians seeking residency
status. Currently, the University of Lodz offers
university dormitory accommodations to family

members of enrolled Ukrainian students.

As I contend, the European response transcends
simple educational accommodation, extending to
administrative simplifications. Ukrainian citizens
may legally remain in Poland for 18 months with
unrestricted access to public healthcare. Hungary's
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government has announced financial incentives for
employers hiring Ukrainian refugees, thereby creating
pathways to economic stability alongside educational
opportunities.

An acknowledgement section may be presented after
the conclusion, if desired.

6. Challenges in Academic Credit Recognition for
Displaced Students

Recognition of academic credentials stands as perhaps
the most formidable barrier confronting Ukrainian
refugee students attempting to continue their
education abroad. A recent OECD survey identified
"equivalency issues with Ukrainian qualifications" as
the second most significant impediment to enrollment
in higher education systems, surpassed only by
language difficulties [12]. This challenge persists
despite Ukraine's membership in the Bologna process,
which was designed to facilitate student mobility
across Europe through standardized credit systems
[12].

The chaos of wartime evacuation has predictably left
many students without proper documentation.
Credential evaluators face a particularly vexing
dilemma when assessing qualifications that cannot be
fully verified through traditional means. It is not
sensible to state that wuniversal recognition
frameworks exist; Ukrainian diplomas are officially
recognized in only 35 countries through bilateral
agreements, and the process becomes significantly
more labyrinthine for refugees without complete
documentation [13].

Several international frameworks have emerged in
response to these challenges:

*The European Qualifications Passport for Refugees
provides standardized assessment for those lacking
full documentation [14]

*The UNESCO qualifications passport aims to
increase higher education access for refugees [15]

*The Erasmus+ Refugees and Recognition toolkit
offers methodologies for credential evaluators [15]

As I contend, these frameworks represent laudable
efforts but remain inadequate to the scale of the crisis.
Host countries have responded with varying levels of
flexibility. Norway has suspended its apostille
requirement for Ukrainian educational documents [2],
while in the United States, organizations like World
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Education Services (WES) have established gateway
programs to evaluate credentials of displaced
individuals with limited proof of academic
achievements [16].

Further complicating matters, many refugee students
have partial qualifications due to interrupted studies
[17]. The fragmentation of academic records mirrors
the fragmentation of lives disrupted by war. Some
ENIC-NARIC centers have developed procedures for
assessing incomplete qualifications, aligning with the
1997 Lisbon Recognition Convention's commitment to
recognize study periods [17].

Despite these efforts, educational institutions
frequently lack adequate resources for proper
implementation. When surveyed, universities cited
insufficient staffing and the time-intensive nature of
special recognition procedures as major obstacles to
effective credential assessment [14]. Without proper
recognition, refugee students risk losing years of
academic achievement, thereby compounding the
disruption of lives already upended by war.

7. Psychosocial Support Programs Launched for
Refugee Students

The question of psychological trauma among

displaced = Ukrainian  students  presents a
multidimensional challenge that extends beyond
mere academic dislocation. Mental health experts
have observed a marked reluctance among Ukrainian
refugees to seek psychological assistance, primarily
stemming from entrenched cultural stigma
surrounding mental health interventions. "Ukrainian
parents flat-out refused to allow their kids to receive
mental health support," reports one program
coordinator, illustrating the depth of these cultural
barriers. This reluctance creates a complex therapeutic

landscape requiring nuanced approaches.

Host countries across Europe and North America
have constructed innovatively indirect intervention
strategies. The TUTU Psychophysical Development
Center in Poland, established May 2022, exemplifies
this methodological sensitivity — deliberately
avoiding explicit mental health terminology during
initial refugee encounters. Rather than framing
services in psychological terms, staff characterize
activities as helping children "feel calmer," thereby
gradually establishing familial trust. By November

2022, this center had served approximately 4,500
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children,
providing 15,000-20,000 participation sessions—a

Ukrainian  refugees, predominantly
testament to the efficacy of culturally-sensitive

approaches.

School-based interventions have demonstrated

effectiveness in this  domain. Educational

environments provide natural contexts for
psychological support, offering structure within
which therapeutic interventions appear less explicitly
clinical. Research indicates that peer support
mechanisms, creative expression opportunities, and
psychoeducational programs significantly reduce
mental health difficulties among refugee children.
Several educational institutions have developed

comprehensive programs featuring:

* Art therapy sessions enabling visual expression of
traumatic experiences

* Animal therapy for children struggling with verbal
articulation of distress

*Integration rooms where specialists observe children
for trauma manifestations such as aggression or
withdrawal

I have found that gender disparities in help-seeking
behavior merit particular attention in this population.
Mental health professionals consistently report that
refugee men pursue counseling services less
frequently than women. Furthermore, the current
demographic pattern wherein Ukrainian children
typically flee with mothers while fathers remain in
Ukraine creates a familial separation that compounds
existing psychological challenges. This separation
introduces additional layers of anxiety and
adjustment difficulty beyond those inherent to
displacement itself.

UNHCR and affiliated organizations have recognized
that sustainable support must emerge from within
refugee communities themselves. The training of
refugee community outreach volunteers creates
pathways through which culturally appropriate
guidance toward services can occur. Notably,
programs like the Ukrainian Mental Health Support
Program in Los Angeles and McGill University's
initiative in Montreal depend heavily on
crowdfunding and donations —a financial model that,
while demonstrating community commitment, raises
questions about long-term sustainability. As 1
contend, the psychological dimension of educational
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displacement may ultimately prove as consequential
as the academic disruption itself.

8. Impact on Ukraine's Future Workforce and
Economy

The mass displacement of students and scholars from
Ukrainian universities constitutes a profound threat
to the nation's economic resilience and future
workforce development. One might cite the
immediate humanitarian concerns, but the deeper
implications warrant more careful consideration. This
disruption to higher education critically undermines
Ukraine's capacity to generate the specialized
professionals necessary for post-war reconstruction
and economic stability.

A more mathematically tenable approach to
understanding this crisis involves examining the
structural constraints it places on Ukraine's
intellectual capital. The war has disproportionately
affected STEM disciplines —mathematics, physics,
engineering —that form the foundation of industrial
development and technological innovation. The
quantification of this impact reveals a stark reality:
sectors requiring specialized expertise face talent
shortages that will persist well beyond any cessation
of hostilities.

From a conditionally nominalistic perspective, the
brain drain engendered by this academic exodus
creates both immediate and long-term economic
vulnerabilities. Ukraine risks losing its comparative
advantage in sectors previously sustained by locally
trained specialists. The country's information
technology sector, which contributed approximately
4% to GDP before the invasion and employed over
200,000 professionals, exemplifies this vulnerability to
talent migration.

Equally concerning is the diminution of Ukraine's
research capacity. With funding for research reduced
by nearly 60%, applied research by nearly 70%, and
research by young scientists by nearly 80%, the
innovation pipeline faces severe constraints.

The educational disruption widens socioeconomic
disparities within Ukraine through a process
analogous to mathematical stratification. Students
from disadvantaged backgrounds encounter greater
obstacles in continuing their education abroad or
accessing quality online alternatives. This asymmetry
threatens to entrench inequality in professional
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opportunities once reconstruction begins.

As I contend, Ukraine's economic recovery depends
significantly on whether displaced students
eventually return with their acquired knowledge. The
longer the conflict persists, the higher the probability
that these students will establish professional roots
elsewhere, creating a permanent subtraction from
Ukraine's human capital and future workforce
potential.

9. Ukraine Universities Innovate to Survive the
Crisis

The extraordinary pressures confronting Ukrainian
higher education institutions have catalyzed
remarkable innovations that ensure their continued
operation. Rather than implementing conventional
crisis responses, these universities have presciently
reconceptualized their operational models, thereby
establishing paradigms of academic resilience worthy
of emulation.

Perhaps the most compelling example of this
adaptability involves the geographic relocation of
academic institutions. Since 2014, eighteen public
higher education institutions and one private
institution have successfully transplanted their
operations from occupied territories to Ukraine-
controlled regions [9]. V. I. Vernadsky Taurida
University exemplifies this phenomenon, having
transferred from Simferopol, Crimea to Kyiv in 2015,
while Donetsk National University reestablished itself
in Vinnytsia in 2014 [9]. By 2022, this migratory
pattern had expanded exponentially to encompass 42
universities and 94 colleges from eastern and southern
regions [18].

Beyond physical relocation, these institutions have

developed academically innovative programs
responding to emerging societal requirements. For
instance, the Kyiv School of Economics introduced a
memory studies and public history master's program
predicated upon principles of community and
collective future-shaping [9]. Concurrently, Ukrainian
Catholic University established a "Future of Heritage"
master's program addressing analogous societal

imperatives [9].

Throughout this period of conflict, universities have
undergone a metamorphosis into multifunctional
institutions serving diverse purposes:

*Centers for volunteer coordination collecting
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supplies and protective equipment for frontline
regions [1]

*Research hubs addressing war-related challenges,
including soil analysis for demining operations [1]

*Pioneers in digital education developing mobile
applications facilitating remote access to materials [1]

I have found it particularly instructive to examine
cases like Berdyansk State Pedagogical University,
which manifests the "university without walls"
concept— transcending physical boundaries through
digital technologies [19]. Similarly, Sumy National
Agrarian University persists in its educational mission
despite constant shelling threats, leveraging
international partnerships to sustain its development
[1].

What strikes me as most significant is the transition
from institutional competition to collaboration, as
universities construct durable partnerships both
domestically and internationally. This cooperative
approach has yielded remarkable outcomes, including
dual-degree programs exemplified by Sumy's
"Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security"
partnership with Royal Agricultural University (UK)
[1].

The metamorphosis of Ukrainian universities
demonstrates how academic institutions can not
merely survive but flourish amid circumstances that
would otherwise appear insurmountable. Their
experience provides valuable lessons for higher
education globally, illustrating how academic
freedom and democratic principles can be preserved
even as institutions transform into agents of societal
change [1].

10. Global Academic Partnerships Strengthen

Ukraine's Education Sector

Academic partnerships between Ukrainian and
international universities have emerged as crucial
lifelines throughout the ongoing conflict. These cross-
border
conventional aid mechanisms—they constitute

collaborations  represent more than
strategic investments in Ukraine's intellectual
sovereignty during a period of unprecedented
disruption. The collaborative frameworks established
by these partnerships preserve the continuity of
scholarly inquiry despite widespread physical
devastation of educational infrastructure.

Article DOI: https:/ /dx.doi.org/10.22161 /ijeel.4.4.19

Jul-Aug 2025

I have found the emergence of formal twinning
arrangements between Ukrainian and international
institutions particularly instructive for understanding
academic resilience during conflict. The UK-Ukraine
Twinning Initiative exemplifies this approach, pairing
British  universities with specific =~ Ukrainian
counterparts. Such partnerships transcend symbolic
solidarity, facilitating knowledge transfer in crisis
management, digital infrastructure development, and
curricular ~ adaptation.  Similar  collaborative
frameworks have been established across Europe,
with French, German, and Polish universities

assuming leadership roles in this domain.

These partnerships focus on five primary domains of
collaboration. First, joint research projects maintain
Ukrainian scientific contributions despite
infrastructure damage. Second, faculty development
programs enable Ukrainian professors to continue
professional growth amidst displacement. Third,
student exchange mechanisms facilitate degree
completion for displaced students. Fourth, curriculum
internationalization strengthens global recognition of
Ukrainian credentials. Fifth, digital library access
ensures scholarly resource availability despite

physical destruction of university holdings.

The European University Association has facilitated
collaborative governance models between Western
and Ukrainian institutions, thereby strengthening
administrative capacity during wartime operations.
As physical campuses suffer damage from military
operations, virtual collaborations become increasingly
valuable. Ukrainian faculty gain access to
international  teaching platforms, laboratory
simulations, and digital classrooms when their

facilities remain unusable.

Financial sustainability constitutes another critical
dimension of these partnerships. International
collaborators assist Ukrainian universities in
diversifying funding sources through joint grant
applications, social enterprise development, and
philanthropic networks. Following traditional aid
periods, these partnerships aim to establish self-
sustaining educational models less dependent on
uncertain governmental funding.

One might cite traditional humanitarian frameworks
as the motivation for such collaborations, but this
interpretation would neglect the reciprocal benefits
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accruing to  partner institutions. Ukrainian
universities maintain intellectual sovereignty while
gaining international integration—a  strategic
approach preserving national academic identity amid
widespread disruption. These partnerships represent
not merely humanitarian assistance but strategic
investment in Ukraine's future intellectual capital and,

by extension, its post-war recovery capacity.

11. Funding Initiatives to Rebuild Ukraine
Universities

The physical recuperation of Ukraine's war-ravaged
university infrastructure has become increasingly
dependent upon financial commitments from
international institutions. The European Investment
Bank has designated a €10 million EU-guaranteed
loan for energy efficiency improvements across 16
Ukrainian universities situated in cities including
Chernihiv, Kharkiv, Kyiv, Lviv, and Odesa [20]. These
renovations encompass thermal insulation,
contemporary heating systems, and enhanced facility
accessibility —all practical necessities for institutions

enduring the vicissitudes of wartime operation.

Such funding does not emerge in isolation. The
Eastern Europe Energy Efficiency and Environment
Partnership (E5P) Fund has supplemented these
efforts with an additional €3.25 million grant directed
toward renovations at six specifically selected
universities [20]. I've found it particularly instructive
that these upgrades aim not merely to reduce energy
consumption—a perennial concern of academic
institutions —but to create spaces of greater resilience
and safety for students persisting in their studies amid
extraordinary challenges.

The European Union's establishment of the Ukraine
Facility represents a more reliable long-term
commitment, providing up to €50 billion in stable
financial support between 2024 and 2027 [21]. At the
Ukraine Recovery Conference 2024, the European
Commission President announced €1.4 billion in new
guarantee and grant agreements explicitly supporting
Ukraine's recovery and reconstruction efforts [21].
These monetary allocations, while hefty, merely
constitute the foundation of what must ultimately
become a comprehensive rebuilding of Ukraine's
intellectual infrastructure.

Private sector initiatives have not remained peripheral
to these governmental efforts. XTX Markets created
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the Ukrainian Global Excellence Fund, pledging £7.5
million over two years to foster excellence throughout
Ukrainian academia [22]. This commitment builds
upon their earlier Academic Sanctuaries Fund, which
allocated over £16 million to 32 organizations [22].
Such private sector involvement represents a
recognition that the preservation of intellectual capital
requires diverse funding sources beyond traditional
governmental allocations.

The Canadian government, recognizing the
distinctive needs of displaced researchers, established
a special fund supporting research trainees from
Ukraine, modeled on a pre-existing refugee program
[4]. Numerous American universities have likewise
created targeted scholarship programs, with the
University of Chicago offering full-tuition
scholarships to Ukrainian undergraduates affected by

the invasion [4].

As one reconstruction expert aptly noted, "Ukraine
will need more higher education to keep up with the
need for more trained people" [23]. This observation
captures an immutable truth —that rebuilding higher
education transcends mere physical reconstruction.
What these funding initiatives ultimately support is
the preservation and nurturing of Ukraine's
intellectual ~ foundation amid  unprecedented
destruction, an investment whose dividends will
manifest in the nation's capacity to rebuild itself
intellectually, culturally, and economically in the

decades to come.

12. Lessons from Ukraine for Higher Education in
Conflict Zones

The systematic dismantling of Ukraine's educational
infrastructure furnishes a case study framework for
understanding how higher education might persist
amid violent conflict. Ukrainian universities present a
natural experiment whose outcomes warrant
philosophical and practical scrutiny. The Guidelines
for Protecting Schools and Universities from Military
Use during Armed Conflict, while established prior to
the current invasion, have acquired renewed
epistemological significance as they delineate
parameters for minimizing the deleterious
consequences of armed conflict on educational
continuity.

One might naturally question whether such
guidelines maintain practical utility when confronted
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with the scale of destruction in Ukraine —where one
in five higher education institutions has been either
destroyed or significantly damaged during the
Russian invasion. The Education Under Attack 2024
report, published by the Global Coalition to Protect
Education from Attack, identified approximately
6,000 attacks on educational institutions across thirty
countries experiencing armed conflict during 2022-
2023. This statistical regularity suggests that
educational institutions consistently face targeting
during conflicts, regardless of international norms.

The transfiguration of Ukraine's higher education
system demonstrates that universities must adapt
with remarkable celerity to conflict conditions.
Ukrainian institutions relocated from occupied
territories exemplify this adaptability —eighteen
public universities and one private institution having
relocated since 2014. This observed pattern of
institutional migration suggests a generalizable
principle: universities in conflict zones should
develop contingency plans that transcend their
physical locations.

Higher typically
diminished priority during reconstruction efforts,

education, while accorded
possesses the potential to function as a catalyst for
effective post-war recovery. Through specialized
teaching programs in key subject domains,
universities supply skills essential for rebuilding war-
torn societies.

Ukrainian universities' experiences yield multiple
practical derivations: establishing secure shelters
within educational buildings, developing hybrid
teaching models, and creating support systems for
displaced faculty and students. The emotional toll of
war necessitates psychological support mechanisms,
particularly when 97.8% of students and staff report
deteriorated psychoemotional states.

These lessons extend beyond Ukraine, establishing a
framework for protecting higher education in conflict
zones globally-preserving not merely physical
infrastructure, but the intellectual foundation upon
which post-conflict societies must necessarily rebuild.
As I contend, understanding the preservation of
educational continuity amid conflict requires a
different conceptual approach than traditional
humanitarian response models.
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13. Prospects for Displaced Ukrainian Students

The long-term educational trajectory of Ukrainian
refugee students remains inextricably bound to their
intentions regarding eventual repatriation. The
empirical evidence suggests that most displaced
Ukrainians harbor intentions to return to their
homeland, with approximately 65% expressing a
desire to return when circumstances permit such
movement. Only a small minority indicate no
intention whatsoever of returning to Ukraine. While
security —considerations (94%) and access to
fundamental services (91%) constitute the primary
determinants of such decisions, educational factors
nevertheless exert influence on these calculations.

A formidable obstacle impeding educational planning
is the profound uncertainty surrounding credential
recognition. Several European nations—France,
Lithuania, and Spain among them—report that
apprehension regarding the future recognition of
academic qualifications upon return to Ukraine
creates significant barriers to enrollment in vocational
education programs. This challenge is compounded
by the fact that approximately half of the 1.3 million
displaced Ukrainian children have yet to secure
enrollment in their host countries' educational
systems.

I contend that a "dual-intent" approach represents the
most prudent strategy —one that simultaneously
prepares students for protracted sojourns abroad
while facilitating their eventual return to Ukraine.
Such an unprecedented approach necessitates
extraordinary cooperation between host nations and
Ukraine through several vital mechanisms:

The development of skills relevant to Ukraine's
reconstruction needs (construction, engineering,
healthcare,  information  technology)  creates
opportunities irrespective of students' ultimate
geographical location. The simplification of
qualification recognition systems between Ukraine
and host countries would facilitate both current
integration and future repatriation. Maintaining
Ukrainian language instruction abroad preserves the
cultural connections essential for successful

reintegration.

As the third disrupted academic year concludes, more
than 600,000 school-aged refugee children remain
outside formal educational structures across the
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European Union. Though 57% of families who have
not enrolled their children cite online Ukrainian
education as their primary rationale, UNHCR
emphasizes that local school enrollment need not
preclude eventual reintegration into the Ukrainian
system.

The maintenance of financial and digital connections
with Ukraine through technological solutions like the
DIIA application may facilitate smoother transitions,
yet the extended nature of this displacement demands
strategic planning that transcends emergency
responses.

CONCLUSION

The war in Ukraine has precipitated what I contend is
the most significant educational catastrophe in recent
European  history. Russian aggression has
methodically dismantled one-fifth of Ukraine's higher
education infrastructure, displaced 665,000 students,
and compelled approximately 200,000 students and
scientists to abandon their academic homes. What
distinguishes this catastrophe, however, is not merely
its scale but the remarkable resilience demonstrated

by Ukrainian academic institutions. Universities have

reconstituted  themselves through conceptual
innovations like "universities without walls," physical
adaptations  including  underground  shelter-
classrooms, and comprehensive digital

transformations. These responses reflect not merely
adaptability but an eminently humane determination
to preserve intellectual continuity amid systematic
destruction.

The international academic community's response has
been considerable if imperfect. Global academic
partnerships, though necessarily improvisational,
have established channels for knowledge preservation
that transcend physical infrastructure. Countries
neighboring Ukraine deserve particular recognition —
Poland's integration of 173,000 refugee children into
its education system represents an unprecedented
absorption of displaced learners. Despite these efforts,
intractable challenges persist. The absence of
standardized credential recognition mechanisms,
pervasive psychological trauma, and uncertain
repatriation timelines collectively create formidable
barriers to educational continuity.

The Ukrainian educational community's persistence

Article DOI: https:/ /dx.doi.org/10.22161 /ijeel.4.4.19

Jul-Aug 2025

against overwhelming obstacles provides a powerful
demonstration of education's enduring value. Their
experience makes evident that academic freedom
requires active protection, particularly during periods
of existential threat. Physical infrastructure, though
essential, remains secondary to the preservation of
Ukraine's intellectual capital—a task requiring
sustained global commitment throughout this
protracted conflict and eventual recovery.
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